
 

 

 

 

     
On Dec 13, 2009, a law was enacted requiring an identifying symbol to be placed on all existing 

and future structures of light-frame truss-type construction. The intention of this rule, F.A.C. 

69A-60.008 is to caution emergency personnel conducting emergency operations of the cer-

tainty of the light frame truss construction within the structure. 

 

The rule defines 'light-frame construction" as a type of construction whose primary structural 

elements are formed by a system of repetitive wood or light gauge steel framing members. Any 

commercial, industrial, or multiunit residential structure of three units or more, which uses 

horizontal or vertical light-frame truss-type construction in any portion shall be marked with an 

approved symbol. Townhouses are not multi-unit residential structures and therefore not sub-

ject to this requirement. Light-frame truss roofs are identified with the letter “R”, floor systems 

with the letter “F”, and floor/ roof systems with the letters “RF.”  See examples below.  

 

The approved symbol is an 8 in. x 8 in. Maltese Cross of a bright red reflective color with the 

appropriate letter designation in the center circle. The symbol must be placed within 24 inches 

to the left of the main entry door and be permanently attached to the face of the structure on a 

contrasting background. It must also be clearly visible to responding emergency apparatus and 

between 4 feet and 6 feet above the walking surface. 

 

Additional signage for both single and multiple tenant structures may be required by the local 

fire district. Collier County Fire Prevention and Protection Code, Article COD 10-01, “Signage 

to Identify Buildings with Light Frame Truss Construction”, allows the Fire Marshal to deter-

mine if additional signs will be required, as well as where they will be required to be located.  

COD 10-01 can be viewed at www.Colliercountyfiremarshals.com. 

       

      Submitted by Dave  Raub 

      Fire Marshal 

      North Naples Fire District 
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As we all know from recent years, hurricanes can be treacherous killers. The early forecasts for 2010 indicates an above average 

season, with the development of  11-16 named storms, 6-8 developing into hurricanes, and 3-5 becoming  major hurricanes with 

winds of 111 mph or greater. 

 

 Florida has a long and brutal hurricane history. Fears of these powerful and destructive storms have become a nightmarish reality 

in recent years as we watched homes, towns and even major cities in their paths devastated. 

 

Residents can take comfort in the fact that Florida leads the nation in hurricane preparation, mitigation, coordination, communica-

tion, and evacuation management. Despite this degree of readiness, those caught in the fury of a hurricane may find their lives 

and the lives of their loved ones in danger. 

 

Wherever a severe hurricane strikes, fallen trees are commonplace, power lines snap, communication is unreliable, and furniture, 

lumber, and household items turn into deadly projectiles. Emergency services become so overextended due to the chaotic condi-

tions that you may find yourself in a position where you need immediate medical attention, food ,water, or medicines and have no 

guarantee of receiving it. 

It is vital for the safety and comfort of you and your family that to you prepare a plan prior to every hurricane season. Here are 

some items you should consider when making your personal plan. 

Cash: recommend small bills-$5,10,20’s. 

Food:  recommend 3 day supply per person. Preferred ready to eat canned meats, fruits and vegetables, high energy foods 

like peanut butter, granola, trail mix, bread, crackers, snacks, and vitamins (don’t forget a manual can opener). 

Water: recommended 1-2 gallons per day per person for minimum of 3 days.1 gallon plastic jugs or containers is suggested. 

Cooking, eating, storage and cleaning equipment: camping stove, fuel, pots, pans, sponges, soap, towels, ice coolers. 

Ice: recommend 1 bag of ice per person per day for a 3 day supply. 

First aid kit & medications:. Sterile adhesive bandages of different sizes, sterile gauze pads, adhesive tape, triangular ban-

dages, scissors, tweezers, towelettes, sunscreen, aspirin, and prescription medicine to last a minimum of 3 days. consider 

taking a first aid class. 

Disaster kit: portable radio and television, extra batteries,  flashlights, fire extinguisher, household bleach, personal identifi-

cation and credit cards, lighter or matches, small hand tools, whistle or flair. 

Pet supplies: consider micro-chip identification for your pet . Insure you have identification tags, and pictures. Find what 

shelters allow pets (shelters that allow pets require proof of updated license and vaccinations). All pets must be in an 

airline approved pet carrier. 

Important document security and protection: birth and marriage certificates, social security cards, insurance documents, 

bank statements. Secure them from both storm damage and theft. 

Videos and pictures of your home and contents. This documentation may be valuable when insurance adjusters inspect 

your home after the storm. 

Evacuation routes: predetermine possible places out of harms way to evacuate to. You may want to make prior  
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 arrangements if possible. Be careful not to relocate in an area that might also be in the hurricanes 

path. Have multiple options. 

Meeting place:. In the event your family gets separated during an emergency have a predetermined loca-

tion where you can meet when conditions are safe. Remember, communication after a storm is diffi-

cult. Pre-designate a person from out of your area to act as a contact between you and your friends 

and relatives who are concerned about you. 

Portable generator: recommend a minimum 5-10 gallons of fuel. Remember, to use the generator safely. 

Read manufacturers recommendations for safe installation and placement. Many have been killed or 

seriously injured by poor generator installation and placement. Recommend a CO meter so you can 

check if harmful gasses are getting in your house. 

Vehicle repair kit. Have a full tank of gas and extra fuel if possible. Flat tires after a storm are common 

so have a tire repair kit or fix a flat. Road signs may be blown away. Have maps of your area as well 

as places you may consider evacuating to. 

The more prepared and informed you are for the hurricane season, the better chance you and your family will 

survive, remain safe, and stay as comfortable as possible. Don’t wait until a hurricane is approaching before 

you make your plans. 

Emergency Contact Links: 

Collier County Emergency Management: http://www.collierem.org 

Collier County Chapter of American Red Cross http://www.colliercountyredcross.org 

Florida Division of Emergency Management: http://www.floridadisaster.org 

      Submitted by Dave Raub 

      Fire Marshal 

      North Naples Fire District 

 

 

On the lighter side... 
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2800 North Horseshoe Dr. 

Naples, FL 34104 

Phone: 239-252-3473 

Fax:     239-252-2393 

E-mail: firecode@colliergov.net 

C O L L I E R  C O U N T Y ,  F L O R I D A  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The Office of the Fire Code Official of Collier County, Flor-

ida is dedicated to the protection of life and property within 

the Fire Control and Rescue Districts of Collier County 

through preemptive and proactive prevention services in-

cluding the following: 

 

Countywide Uniform Interpretation and Application of Fire 

and Life Safety Codes, Standards and Ordinances 
 

Maintenance of Contemporary Fire and Life Safety Codes, 

Standards and Ordinances 

 

Liaison between County Government and Fire Districts 

 

Fire and Life Safety Information, Education and Consultation 

 

Project Plan Review and Permitting for New Construction 

 

Databasing, Recordkeeping and Fee Accounting 

 

Field visits for Project Troubleshooting 

 

Statistical Analysis and Fire Problem Intelligence Gathering 

 

Page 4 

Your Comments or Suggestions are  Welcome 

 

Please email to  

 

Firecode@colliergov.net 

Collier County 

 Fire Marshals Association  

2010 Meeting Schedule 

JANUARY 28  

 

MARCH 25 

 

MAY 27 

 

JULY 29 

 

SEPTEMBER 30 

 

NOVEMBER 18  

 

Meeting starts at 9 am 

Terracina Grand 

6825 Davis Blvd. 

Naples, FL 34104 
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Weõre on the Web 

Colliercountyfiremarshals.com 

FYI  

 THE FIRE CODE OFFICE  

HAS A NEW FAX NO. 

239-252-2393 

Did you knowé. 

Maggie Jani, Deputy Fire Code Official has  

received her Nicet Level 1 Fire Alarm Certification. 

          ********** 

Jackie de la Osa, Deputy Fire Code Official has  
received her Nicet Level 1 Fire Sprinkler Certification.  

                **********                      

Ed Riley, Fire Code Official has completed 10 years of service 

at the Fire Code Office.  

          *********** 

                            Congratulations to all !              

  


